


“Our aim is to understand all the
processes taking place in a cell. This
would enable us to teach it how to
produce a designated protein.”

Evocatal started up only two years
ago and ean alrepdy point to long-term
conperative ventures with companies like
Henkel. Last year, the young teans was
nominated for the Evonik European Sei-
ence-to-Business Award after developing
w fluorescent protein that, unlike conven
tional varieties, reguires no oxygen, This

apens the way for novel applications in
industrial bistechnelegy and blomedi-
cine. But the core competency of Evo-
eatal, lacmted at the Life Science Center
in Dviszeldarf, is the development of
high-performance biceatalyvsts, The team
is working on new or improved enzymes
for chemical syntheses and intends to
market its own enzyme-based processes
and products. Evecatal founder Thersten
Eggert and his staff are developing new
serecning procedures and plan to opti-
mize enzyme properlies using molecu

lar-bislegical engineering with support

JIUCH

PSEARCH CENTER

L]

W= ATAL

from the German Ministry of Education
and Research and the German Environ-
meninl Foundation. One of their pro
gramas is dedicated to the development
of a nevel blo-catalytic process for the
productien of colorants and synthetic
flavors tor the food sector. They are alse
warking on oxidnses from waste prod
uets lke glyceral, abyproduct of biedie-
sel production, to derive components for
the chemieal industiry.

Ta date the Jilich bistechnalogy
center has trained 200 doctoral students
and 21 professors. Eggert is one such
trainee, nnd & genuine “Jalich boy” After
his dactarate in biotechnology, he estab
lished a research group called “Directed
Evelution” at the Institute of Enzyme
Technology in 2002, In 2007 he did his
habilitntion, the prerequisite for o profes
sarship. “I knew we could make more aut
of this know-how" Eggert asserts. Along-
side contract research, Evocatal system-
atieally seeks and conducts research
prajects of its own, while the company

abso markets its own biccatalysts and
fine chemicals. This strategy was guick 1o
find support Detley Rigsner, a cofounder
of Qagen, joined Evocatal a8 o partner
in 2007 Today the start-up company
has @ stadf of 12 and its premises have
increased from an initial 180 m® Lo the

present 320 m®, with further expansion
envisaged in the near future




